E1792

programming. Their tactics, in other words,
are no different from those of the mafia.

The website of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Serv-
ice, www.radiosvoboda.org, has a substantial
following in Ukraine. But even our Internet
efforts have faced government obstruction.
Earlier this year, RFE/RL attempted to send
a ‘“‘mirror server’” to Kyiv, which would have
provided Internet users in Ukraine with
much quicker and more reliable access to
the site. Ukrainian customs, however, re-
fused to admit the server, seizing on a cler-
ical error to accuse RFE/RL of attempted
smuggling. Just looking at the harassment
Radio Liberty has faced in Ukraine, you can
see why Reporters Without Borders has
given Ukraine such low marks.

In addition to the problems I mentioned
earlier, there is one more problem plaguing
the Ukrainian media environment—and this
one is the most worrisome of all. It is apa-
thy. Over and over again, scholars and ob-
servers of Ukraine note that when the gov-
ernment interferes with freedom of the press,
the Ukrainian people—including journal-
ists—do not protest much. As one Ukrainian
journalist has stated, ‘‘Freedom of speech is
not valued in our society, and its violation
does not cause public outrage’” when it is
threatened.

Ladies and gentlemen, if I can leave you
today with one message, it is that freedom of
expression does matter. There’s a reason
that the founders of the United States put
freedom of speech and freedom of the press
at the top of the Bill of Rights. There’s a
reason that Thomas Jefferson once wrote,
“If it were left to me to decide whether we
should have a government without a free
press or a free press without a government,
I would prefer the latter.”” There’s a reason
Franklin Roosevelt called it ‘‘the first free-
dom.” There’s a reason it occupies an impor-
tant place in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. That reason is that without a
free press, society simply does not work—
and its people cannot prosper.

Newspapers, radio, and television perform
two functions that are absolutely critical:
first, they allow a nation’s citizens to engage
in an ongoing conversation with one an-
other, and to form intelligent opinions about
how their society should be run; and second,
they serve as a check against government
corruption. It is a universal truth of human
nature that power corrupts. A free press is
the most important protection we the people
have against government’s inevitable tend-
ency to increase its own power. This is the
critical difference between the Communist
view of government and the democratic view
of government: the Communists preached
that the government knew best. The demo-
cratic view is that because power corrupts,
government cannot be trusted and it there-
fore must be checked in every way possible.
That is why democracy requires a represent-
ative legislature, independent courts, and,
most importantly, a free press.

One of my favorite words in the English
language is ‘‘obstreperous.” I am told that in
Ukrainian it is halaslivy. If you look at the
word’s Latin roots—‘‘ob’—against, and
‘“‘strepere’”’—to make a noise—you can get an
idea of what it means: unruly, clamorous,
noisy, defiant. What Ukraine needs more
than anything now is for you, the Ukrainian
people, to be more obstreperous. If corrupt
officials violate your rights, make lots of
noise. If they shut down the TV stations
they do not control, make lots of noise. If
they send goons to polling places when you
are trying to vote for your local mayor,
make lots of noise. And if they try to steal
next month’s election, make lots of noise.
Protest, defiance, noise, demanding the
truth—these are the fundamental ingredi-
ents of freedom and democracy.
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My fondest wish is for this to be the last
anniversary that Radio Liberty ever cele-
brates in Ukraine; nothing would make me
happier than for us to become obsolete. But
as long as Ukraine lacks a free press, Radio
Liberty will be with you—if it takes another
50 years, we will not abandon your cause of
real freedom, of real democratic institutions.

Remember, though, that the most impor-
tant role will be played by you, the people.
Never forget that apathy is the dictator’s
best friend—and that obstreperousness is the
dictator’s worst nightmare. Ukraine is a
proud place, but it is not a free place.

A window was opened when the Soviet
Union dissolved and the nation-state of
Ukraine arose again—and now it’s up to you
to make sure that the window stays open, so
that Ukraine can at last breathe the same
fresh air, that is a fully free media, that we
in the West have worked so hard for and been
fortunate enough to breathe for so long.

———
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Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a man with a very impressive
public service record. Jonesboro Mayor Hubert
Brodell is retiring after 17 years of serving the
needs of Jonesboro’s citizens. He has served
four consecutive terms as mayor and will be
stepping down this year. | would like to pay
tribute to his service and dedication and ac-
knowledge his retirement today.

Hubert Brodell has worked very hard for
both the economic development and the in-
dustrial growth of Jonesboro. Under his lead-
ership, the city has expanded by 2/3 its origi-
nal size, primarily due to the 1987 annexation
referendum he put together to prepare for fu-
ture growth. This has allowed and also at-
tracted various industries to the area. The
population has doubled during his time in of-
fice, and Mayor Brodell has risen to the chal-
lenges of a growing community by meeting
them head on. He implemented the 911 Cen-
ter that expanded and improved emergency
services; maintained a goal of keeping the
streets and highways up to par; and worked
fervently with city services to better meet the
needs of all who call Jonesboro home.

In his personal life, Hubert Brodell is a fam-
ily man. He has been married to his wife,
Dorothy, for 50 years and has 6 children and
17 grandchildren. He has decided this to be
his last term so he can spend more time with
the people he loves.

So on behalf of the U.S. Congress, | extend
my sincerest appreciation to Hubert Brodell for
his outstanding service and citizenship.
Jonesboro and all of Northeast Arkansas is a
better place to live and work because of his
service, and | am proud to call him my friend.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JEANETTE
WARE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sad
heart that | rise to pay tribute to the passing
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of Jeanette Ware, a dedicated humanitarian
from Carbondale, Colorado. Jeannette was a
devoted member of the community, and will
be missed by many in Carbondale. As her
family and friends mourn her loss, | believe it
is appropriate to recognize Jeanette before
this body and this Nation today.

Jeanette Ware moved to Carbondale in
2000 and immediately volunteered as an
Emergency Medical Technician with the fire
department. Instantly making a difference, she
was recognized as the rookie of the year in
2001 and was later awarded the Carbondale
Fire department’s Life Saver Award for saving
a child’s life. Jeanette also started her own
business as a midwife, assisting mothers with
child birth and caring for their babies. She
sadly was taken from this world, at the young
age of 28, in a car accident when her car lost
control and went off the road.

Mr. Speaker, Jeanette was a dedicated
young woman that selflessly served her com-
munity, and | am honored to pay tribute to
such an amazing person. At such a young
age, her contributions to the community are an
incredible model for all Americans. My
thoughts and prayers go out to her family and
friends during this time of bereavement.

——

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
UKRAINE TO ENSURE THAT THE
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ON
OCTOBER 31, 2004 ARE FREE,
FAIR, AND CONSISTENT WITH
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring
the attention of my friends and colleagues in
Congress to an issue of a critical importance
to U.S. national interests in Europe—the up-
coming presidential elections in Ukraine on
October 31, 2004, just days before our own
elections on November 2, 2004.

Ukraine has been a country at crossroads
since it first regained independence in 1991. It
conducted parliamentary and presidential elec-
tions but the outcome always fell far short of
the international standards and democratic
commitments of its own constitution. Although
the government of Ukraine adopted rec-
ommendations of the OSCE into its electoral
law, the implementation was lagging. On many
occasions, international elections observers
observed fragrant violations of the law at all
levels of the Ukrainian political system. The
worst abuses exploited the so-called adminis-
trative resources to virtually shut out the oppo-
sition candidates from the political process.
Despite pressure from the United States Gov-
ernment and Congress, these practices contin-
ued.

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, we hoped that
these elections would be a marked improve-
ment over the past because the government
of Ukraine understood how crucial they are to
ensure Ukraine’s integration in Europe.
Ukraine’s democracy and geopolitical orienta-
tion are at stake. Throughout the past year,
many Ukrainian dignitaries traveled to Wash-
ington to meet with United States Administra-
tion officials and Members of Congress to as-
sure us that these elections would be different.
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U.S. Members of Congress and Administration
officials made regular trips to Kiev with the
same message. Sadly, Mr. Speaker, our
hopes were crushed when we saw how the
2004 presidential campaign was unfolding.

According to information collected by inter-
national and local non-partisan monitoring
groups, most of Ukraine’s 225 territorial elec-
tion commissions are controlled by pro-gov-
ernment political forces that are openly sup-
porting the candidacy of the Prime Minister
Viktor Yanukovych. International observers
also estimate that the twenty five presidential
candidates are not genuine candidates, but
are running to place Yanukovych loyalists on
the electoral commissions. This practice com-
promises the independence of the commis-
sions and makes a complete farce out of the
Ukrainian election law. State and local Ukrain-
ian officials are controlling and manipulating
the media to shut out the main opposition can-
didate Victor Yuchshenko. The state officials
are using illegal means to interfere in the elec-
tion campaign, giving rise to grave concerns
regarding the commitment of the Ukrainian
Government to free and fair elections.

In fact, our Ambassador to Ukraine, John
Herbst, most recently publicly stated that
Ukraine is not meeting its commitments to
conduct fair and transparent elections. | am
also concerned by the behind the scenes deal
between President Putin and Prime Minister
Yanukovych. It is obvious that Mr. Yanukovych
is the preferred candidate of Russia, and |
wonder how much of the Ukrainian political
sovereignty and economic freedom have been
ceded to Russia in exchange for its financial
support

| hope that this resolution will send an im-
portant message to the Ukrainian electorate
and the Ukrainian political elite that the U.S.
Congress cares deeply about the future of
Ukraine. Ukrainian citizens must have con-
fidence that the legal system will protect their
rights and that their political will and their
votes will be counted, and the result of the
elections will not be manipulated. The United
States hopes to sustain a strong and friendly
relationship with democratic, sovereign, and
prosperous Ukraine. History has shown us
that the most enduring alliances are sustained
between allies who share the same values
and vision. The elections on October 31, 2004
will reveal whether the Ukrainian Government
is committed to democracy and the rule of law
and whether it is willing to become a full and
equal member of the western community of
democracies.

———

TRIBUTE TO WESLEY AND ELLA
MAE ROOKS

HON. MARION BERRY

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Wesley and Ella Mae Rooks.
They are a very special couple who have
given so much to the community they adopted
over forty years ago. Wesley came to Gillett,
Arkansas, as a math teacher, and Ella Mae
found a job in a neighboring town as a sec-
retary. Eventually, Ella Mae was employed as
a secretary to the principal at Gillett High
School where Wesley was teaching.
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Mr. Speaker, there is no way to adequately
measure the positive influence Wesley and
Ella Mae had on the young people of Gillett in
their years at Gillett High School. | personally
know from my own children’s experience how
they valued every child and encouraged them
in their class work and in life beyond the
classroom. They were demanding of a child’s
best, expected it, and did so with a large dose
of good humor. Young people knew the Rooks
were rooting for them to succeed.

Their retirement has given them other out-
lets to find ways of encouraging others. What-
ever need presents itself, they respond.

So on behalf of the U.S. Congress, | take
this opportunity to wish Wesley my congratula-
tions on his 80th birthday, and he and Ella
Mae are both congratulated on being loved
and appreciated by a host of friends and rel-
atives. They are the essence of what makes
America great. | am indeed blessed to have
them as my friends and neighbors.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BOBBY
JULICH

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to pay tribute to Bobby
Julich, a truly talented athlete from Glenwood
Springs, Colorado. Bobby’s efforts in the Ath-
ens Olympic Games are an inspiration to us
all, and | would like to join my colleagues here
today in recognizing his tremendous achieve-
ments before this body of Congress and this
Nation.

Bobby Julich was first motivated to become
a competitive cyclist at the age of twelve while
watching Aspen’s Alexi Grewal win a gold
medal in the 1984 Olympic time trials event in
Los Angeles. As a student at Glenwood
Springs high school, he was an active compet-
itor and was sponsored by many local shops.
Now 32, Bobby recently won the bronze
medal in the men’s road time trial at the Ath-
ens Games. His achievement has been recog-
nized by his high-school on its wall of pride.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Bobby Julich for his achievement. Rep-
resenting his country in the Olympics is a
great privilege and he did so nobly. | am
proud to recognize him today before this body
of Congress and this Nation. Congratulations
on your performance in the Olympic games,
Bobby, and | wish you well in all of your future
endeavors.

————

CONGRATULATING MS. KOKO
TAYLOR

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate one of my
most prestigious constituents, from Country
Club Hills, lllinois, Ms. Koko Taylor, the
“Queen of the Blues”. Ms. Taylor is a recipient
of the 2004 National Heritage Fellowship.

The National Heritage Fellowship is the
country’s highest honor given in the folk and
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traditional arts. Ten fellowships and twelve
awardees were chosen from 10 states, and
we are proud to have Ms. Koko Taylor as this
year’s award recipient from lllinois.

Ms. Taylor was born 75 years ago in a
sharecropper’s cabin at the edge of a cotton
plantation in southwestern Tennessee. Even
though her father encouraged her to perform
only Gospel music, Koko and her siblings
would sneak out and play the blues on home-
made instruments. When she was eighteen,
Koko (given that name as a child due to her
love of chocolate) moved with her soon-to-be
husband Robert “Pop” Taylor to Chicago. Ini-
tially sustaining herself as a housekeeper on
Chicago’s North Shore, it was not long before
she was sitting in with legendary blues musi-
cians in Chicago’s lively club scene. In 1962,
she was discovered by Willie Dixon and
signed to a Chess recording contract—Chess
Records was the Motown of Chicago. She re-
corded the million record selling hit “Wang
Dang Doodle” in 1965, and had many suc-
cessful hits since.

For more than 40 years, Koko Taylor's pow-
erhouse vocals have thrilled audiences, from
little bars in Chicago’s South Side to giant
international festivals. She’s been in movies,
on television, on radio and in print all over the
world. Ms. Taylor has received just about
every award the blues world has to offer. She
has received 19 W.C. Handy Awards, more
than any other female blues artist. She has
also been nominated for a Grammy for six of
her last seven Alligator albums, and won a
Grammy in 1984. In 1993, Chicago Mayor
Richard A. Daley honored Taylor with a “Leg-
end of the Year Award,” and declared “Koko
Taylor Day” throughout Chicago. The Blues
Foundation bestowed a Lifetime Achievement
Award on her in 1999.

Ms. Taylor has been described by Rolling
Stone as “the great female blues singer of her
generation.” Her vocal power and stage pres-
ence, drawing on such forbears as Bessie
Smith, Sippie Wallace, and Alberta Hunter,
has carried her through four decades of re-
cording and live performance, and she con-
tinues to play over 100 concerts a year all
over the world. Ms. Taylor's contributions to
the music world have been enumerable, and |
congratulate her on her achievement.

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL AU-
THORIZING EXPANSION OF
HAWAIT VOLCANOES NATIONAL
PARK KAHUKU, HAWATI‘I

HON. ED CASE

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 2004

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce a bill to authorize expansion of Hawai'i
Volcanoes National Park located on the Island
of Hawai'i.

This bill would authorize expansion of the
park’s boundaries to allow the National Park
Service to acquire 656 additional acres be-
tween the 1,000 and 2,000-foot elevation
marks in the Kahuku district makai (ocean-
side) of State Highway 11. This property,
which is a part of the historic Kahuku Ranch,
most of which has already been added to the
Park, includes extensive natural and cultural
resources. These Kahuku lands encompass
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